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icrosoft’s release of Office 2007

has introduced a wealth of new

features as well as a number of
new challenges to the enterprise
workstation management platform. Users
and organizations are eager to embrace the
promise of easier collaboration and intuitive
user interface that Office 2007 brings.
Rightfully so, most organizations are
waiting for potential bugs to be surfaced as
well as their internal workstation platforms
to be upgraded to the point where a
migration is supportable and makes sense
for their business. Already, early adopters
and test users are using the new application
suite at home and in the workplace.

With these new features, comes a new file
format based on the XML standard
prevalent on the web. This format gives
Office files additional flexibility as they
shuttle documents and data to collaborative
web spaces and interface with document
search and management services. These
file formats are incompatible with the older
office 2000/XP/2003 format that has
become almost universally accepted as the
document gold standard. While, office
2007 can save documents in the older
format, this is not the default and is
incumbent upon the end-user to make the
change.

Most organizations will not be
implementing the Office 2007 platform for
some time but will have to address how
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they will handle external documents that
may be in the Office 2007 format.

To address this, Microsoft has released a
Compatibility Pack that contains converters
which allow copies of Microsoft Office
2000/ XP/ 2003 that are running on
Windows XP SP2 to open, modify, and save
documents in the new format. There are
even MSI packages and Group Policy
templates that can be used to centrally
deploy and manage the behavior of the
converters.

Deployment of the Office Compatibility Pack
will allow your business to avoid
productivity losses associated with
document incompatibility today without the
expense and resources it would take to do a
full implementation of Office 2007 across
your enterprise.

Key Points

e Office 2007 Documents are not
compatible with older versions of Office
I f upgrading i gen’t
future, the Office 2007 Compatibility
Pack should be deployed across the
enterprise to ensure forward

compatibility

Productivity losses can be avoided by

proactively managing Office 2007

compatibility before it becomes critical
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